A foreign body in the ear is always a source of anxiety to the friends of patients; and although its removal, if accomplished in season, is quite easy, it is often by delay rendered very difficult. Most of the foreign bodies met with in the ears of children are put in while at play, and are often forgotten. With adults their introduction is almost invariably due to the use of extemporaneous ear picks for the relief of the intolerable itching in chronic inflammation of the dermoid layer of the external auditory canal.
section where cotton, which had probably been in the ear for years, produced absorption of the bony meatus. We can recall several cases where it remained for many years, un- known to the patients. Other foreign substances may be carried the same length of time. In a late number of the Lancet is the report of a case, where a piece of slate pencil was left in the year for over forty years. In one of our own cases, a stone, the size of a pea, remained in the canal for years before trouble was produced, and it was then caused by attempts at removal. Still another case was that of a playmate, who carried a bean in his ear for twenty years, with no bad effect, except slight deafness.
In our own experience the following substances have been met with; beans, cotton, slate pencils, peas, maggots, cockroaches, beads, glass, crockery, shells, paper, pins, ivory, teeth of combs, stones and seeds. After the removal of foreign bodies there is generally considerable vascularity not only of the meatus, but of the membrana tympani. This is often due to the irritation produced by the foreign substances, but it is usually attributable to the efforts at removal. It is, however, of short duration, lasting frequently less than a day.
